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Comments on Potrero Power Station Mixed-Use Development
Case # 2017-011878ENV

 I direct the Potrero Hill Archives Project, founded in 1986 to preserve neighborhood history and make 
it available. We just held our 18th annual History Night which filled Downtown High School’s 
auditorium with old-timers and newcomers eager to hear interviews with long-time residents. I’ve co-
authored two books on local history, San Francisco’s Potrero Hill and Potrero Hill Then & Now. I’m 
working with several historians on a book about the history of Dogpatch. 

 The 29 acre site of the Potrero Power Station stand on Potrero Point, one of the earliest and most 
important industrial facilities in the western United States. Production of power on the site started in 
the 1870s with the City Gas Company. Competing companies and technologies on the site merged in 
1905 to form PG&E. In 1906 the Potrero Power Plant there was one of few power plants still 
operating after the earthquake and fire and played a crucial role in rebuilding San Francisco.

 Few buildings tied to the large site’s industrial past remain. Only the 300 foot smokestack’s 
preservation is spelled out. Use of Unit 3 as a hotel is uncertain. 20 existing structures on the site 
would be torn down including the Meter House, the Compressor House (both identified as eligible for 
the California Register), Station A, and the Gate House (both identified as contributors to the historic 
Third Street Industrial District). The destruction of these historic structures would be a huge mistake, 
erasing the history of industries which made San Francisco and the West Coast a player in the 
world’s economy.  

 Station A, built in 1911, is the only structure which, however altered, gives a sense of the impressive 
collection of big brick industrial buildings once clustered there. Station A could be transformed into a 
Cannery style complex of shops, cafes, restaurants and offices with large, light-filled atriums. Station 
A and the other 19 buildings slated for destruction in the present plan are irreplaceable and historic. 
Their preservation and possibilities for reuse should be carefully considered on a case by case basis. 
The beauty and character of these buildings would greatly enhance all future development on the 
Potrero Power Station site. Their loss would be a disaster and would show a lack of understanding of 
historic context, cultural landscapes, and the failure to imagine the creative reuse of these buildings.     

  Sincerely,   

                    Peter Linenthal
                    Potrero Hill Archives Project
                    298 Missouri St., SF, CA, 94107  


